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bench where a pair of attractive young ladies are sitting.
One taps out in Morse code:I'LL TAKE THE RIGHT; and
his mate taps out: 'LL TAKEWHAT'S LEFT. Before they
can make their move, however, the tapping starts again.
'P¥## OFF one of the girls taps out — presumably the
one on the left — and they get up and walk away Then
we get the pay-off, as the legend appears at the bottom
of the screen: There are WOMEN in the Army!

| love this clever ad, and it always makes me want to
cheer, Well, there are women in logistics, too, and |
wanted to celebrate that fact when | set up Women in
Logistics UK exactly one year ago.

‘Why did you set up the Women in Logistics group?’
is the question | am most asked. | set it up for some
rather worthy-sounding reasons, and yet the incredible

Three years ago, | undertock some research on why
women fail to join the logistics sector; and why those
who do join decide to leave. The findings were rather
depressing but not entirely surprising, as | have worked
in the transport industry for 20 years and have
encountered many of the issues raised first hand. In a
nutshell, there appeared to be a prevailing culture where
women’s contributions were undervalued, with strong
evidence that bullying and harassment was still the norm
for many. Girlie calendzars persisted — | still see them all
the time at clients’ premises — and casual sexism was rife.
| reported my findings, wondering what | could
practically do to make a difference, to make the industry
more attractive to girls and women, and to provide a
support mechanism for those at all levels of the industry.
The idea to set up Women in Logistics was born.









